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No  longer  hampered  by  organization  details  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting  settled  down  to  its  second 
annual  meeting  with  an  eye  to  specific  interests.  In 
these  sessions  at  Seattle,  August  12-15,  Friends 
found  that  a more  satisfying  amount  of  time  was 
given  to  the  worship  periods  at  the  beginning  of 
each  business  session,  and  the  meetings  moved  for- 
ward with  a surprising  degree  of  unity  in  all 
matters.  The  group  met  in  Hillel  Foundation, 
university  Jewish  student  center  near  the  Friends 
Center,  in  a room  graced  by  a seven-branched 
candalabra,  the  ten  commandments  and  the  ark  of 
the  covenant. 

The  first  session  Thursday  night  was  begun  in  a 
state  of  excitement  occasioned  by  the  miraculous 
survival  of  Johnny  Wells,  son  of  Phillip  Wells,  and 
Cecil  Cutting  who  were  swept  over  Sunset  Falls  near 
Seattle  that  same  day. 

Several  visiting  Friends  were  introduced,  among 
whom  were  Caroline  and  Dorothea  Shipley  and 
George  Walton  of  Philadelphia,  Winifred  Rawlins 
from  London,  and  Theodore  and  Evelyn  Herman  of 
Shanghai,  China. 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  became  a more  widely 
international  yearly  meeting  when  Shanghai  Friends 
Meeting  was  accepted  for  membership  at  this  ses- 
sion. Speaking  in  behalf  of  Shanghai  Meeting, 
Theodore  Herman  said,  "It  is  important  for  us  to 
turn  our  eyes  to  the  west.  Shanghai  needs  us,  but 
America  also  needs  the  new  viewpoint  China  can 
give.”  Friends  of  United  States  origin,  who  were 
in  the  majority  at  Yearly  Meeting,  had  to  be  re- 
minded more  than  once  of  their  provincialism  in 
interests  and  their  habit  of  calling  themselves 
"American,”  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  Canadians  and 
Mexicans  have  the  same  privilege.  Other  meetings 
welcomed  to  membership  were  Tucson,  Arizona; 
Victoria,  B.  C.;  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico;  and  Willa- 
mette Valley,  Oregon. 

The  evening  closed  with  the  reading  of  "Advices 
on  Conscription  and  War,”  issued  by  a meeting  of 
Friends  from  eighteen  yearly  meetings  in  the  U.S. 
held  at  Earlham  College,  July  20-22,  and  a brief 
commentary  by  Tom  Hunt,  one  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing delegates  to  the  conference.  Because  of  the 
importance  and  urgency  of  the  matter,  it  was 
decided  to  devote  Saturday  afternoon  to  a con- 
sideration of  Friends’  response  to  conscription. 

Life  of  the  Meetings 

Friday  morning  sessions  opened  with  Friends 
somewhat  recuperated  from  their  long  journeys  to 
Seattle  and  better  able  to  endure  the  hard  folding 
chairs,  though  some  still  clung  to  the  upholstered 
periphery.  Reports  telling  something  of  the  life  of 


each  meeting,  of  special  interests  and  membership 
were  made  by  representatives  from  different  month- 
ly meetings,  supplemented  by  information  from 
written  reports  sent  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  secretary, 
Dorothy  Lash. 

University  Meeting  (Seattle)  reported  a particular 
concern  regarding  conscientious  objection  with  a 
committee  ready  to  advise  young  people  and  ads- 
against-conscription  run  in  all  but  one  local  paper. 
Of  the  several  meetings  who  would  like  to  have 
their  own  meetinghouse  (two-thirds  of  the  meet- 
ings within  the  Yearly  Meeting  gather  in  homes, 
church  buildings,  Y’s  or  other  borrowed  places), 
only  University  Meeting  has  immediate  hopes  of 
building. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Bay  Area  Quarterly 
Meeting,  composed  of  five  monthly  meetings — Palo 
Alto,  Berkeley,  College  Park,  Tracy,  and  San 
Francisco — will  be  held  next  November.  Many 
Friends  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting  are  interested  in  an 
international  housing  project  which  already  includes 
Chinese,  Japanese,  U.  S.  Caucasians  and  one  Puerto 
Rican.  Palo  Alto  needs  a meetinghouse,  too.  Col- 
lege Park  Meeting  in  San  Jose,  the  oldest  meeting- 
house in  the  west,  faces  the  prospect  of  being  run 
through  by  a highway,  and  Friends  are  considering 
moving  the  old  building  or  constructing  a new  one. 
Interracial  homesteading  continues  to  occupy  the 
thoughts  and  energies  of  the  members  of  the  Tracy 
meeting,  while  a Friends  secondary  school  remains 
a fond  dream. 

Orange  Grove  (Pasadena)  reported  a condition 
present  in  several  meetings — nearly  half  the  at- 
tendee at  First-day  meeting  for  worship  are  visitors. 
In  view  of  the  numerous  children  of  members  under 
twelve  years  of  age,  the  meeting  anticipates  no 
dearth  in  future  applications  for  membership. 

Mexico  City  Meeting  was  unable  to  send  a repre- 
sentative to  Seattle,  but  a letter  signed  by  Francisco 
Lichtenberg,  clerk,  conveyed  the  loving  spirit  of  that 
meeting.  Mexican  Friends  have  formed  a Service 
Committee  and  have  sponsored  in  cooperation  with 
the  AFSC  an  institute  of  international  relations 
which  was  held  in  Spanish  and  proved  so  success- 
ful they  are  planning  to  repeat  it.  The  meeting 
is  particularly  concerned  that  Friends  shall  make  an 
effective  testimony  for  peace  through  far-reaching 
changes  in  our  personal  ways  of  living. 

Representing  Tucson  meeting,  Ferner  Nuhn  re- 
ported a successful  Indian  conference  sponsored  by 
the  meeting  and  local  FOR.  When  this  conference 
was  followed  sometime  thereafter  by  an  Arizona 
Supreme  Court  decision  giving  the  Arizona  Indian 
- ( Continued  on  page  2) 
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This  Issue  . . . 

This  is  the  Yearly  Meeting  issue.  Your  Bulletin 
Committee  hopes  that  it  will  reflect  some  of  the 
zest  and  spiritual  unity  in  the  annual  sessions,  that 
it  may  catch  the  high  quality  of  the  fellowship 
there  with  the  hospitable  Seattle  Friends,  and  that 
it  will  be  accurate  and  informing — for  these  are 
the  reasons  that  delay  its  publication. 

Many  attenders  at  Yearly  Meeting  became  ac- 
quainted with  Ruth  Jensen  who  handled  so  many 
details  there:  her  running  account  of  the  sessions 
will  further  introduce  her  in  this  issue.  The  sup- 
plement to  the  official  minutes  includes  this  year 
the  register  of  attenders  in  the  belief  that  names 
make  news  to  those  particularly  who  could  not  be 
there  and  also  in  this  instance  provide  a handy 
address  list.  The  committees’  reports  which  we 
have  at  hand  but  have  not  printed  are  Intervisitation 
Committee  and  the  Statistics  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary. It  is  the  intent  of  the  Friends  Bulletin 
to  run  a series  of  descriptive  articles  this  year  on 
individual  meetings  based  on  the  reports  given  at 
Yearly  Meeting. 

All  of  us  are  sobered  by  the  new  responsibilities 
the  Yearly  Meeting  has  undertaken  through  its 
Finance  Committee  and  Bulletin  Committee. 
Please  read  those  minutes  carefully  and  give  us 
the  benefit  of  vour  counsel  on  ways  of  meeting  this 
new  budget.  Already  there  has  been  an  unusual 
response  of  news  and  articles  for  the  Bulletin 
so  that  interesting  issues  are  ahead.  Developments 
in  the  national  and  international  scene  touch 
Friends’  activities  more  and  more  and  these  effects 
are  felt  in  everv  community  so  there  will  be  much 
of  lively  interest  to  exchange  news  about. 

We  hope  our  next  issue  will  follow  closelv  on 
the  heels  of  this  one.  Then  in  October  we  will 
return  to  our  regular  schedule  of  publication.  We 
will  aim  at  pettirn?  our  news  to  the  printer  bv  the 
x8th  of  the  month.  This  makes  the  fifteenth  of 
the  month  the  dead-line  for  correspondents. 


At  Yearly  Meeting  Friends  suyyested  that  all  sub- 
scriptions for  the  year  become  due  at  Yearly 
Meeting  time.  And  in  the  same  session  agreed 
that  there  would  he  no  change  in  the  subscription 
rate.  So  in  this  year  of  inflation  our  subscription 
rate  does  not  increase — and  neither  do  we  (nor 
can  we!)  inflate  our  need  for  you  to  subscribe. 
"At  least  a dollar” 

Friends  Bulletin 
714  West  California 
Pasadena  2,  California 


PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  (from  page  1) 

the  right  to  vote,  Friends  glowed  a bit  self- 
righteously!  Tucson  meeting  also  shares  the  de- 
lightful but  difficult  situation  of  many  transients  and 
is  seeking  to  resolve  the  problem  of  the  great  variety 
of  Quaker  backgrounds  represented  in  its  member- 
ship. 

The  small  meeting  in  Honolulu  reported  by  letter 
that  they  are  active  in  relief  service  to  Japan. 

Friendly  Sea  Captains 

Although  Victoria,  B.  C.,  Meeting  confessed  a 
forlorn  feeling  due  to  the  loss  of  older  members, 
many  activities  were  reported:  a study  group,  use 
of  the  meetinghouse  one  evening  a week  for  rec- 
reation for  old  people  living  alone,  sending  CARE 
parcels  and  collecting,  packing  and  shipping  cloth- 
ing for  relief  abroad.  Department  stores  have 
cooperated  with  collection  boxes  on  their  premises, 
and  through  Dorothy  Lash’s  ability  to  make  friends 
with  sea  captains,  free  shipping  has  been  obtained. 

The  Willamette  Monthly  Meeting  is  confronted 
with  the  difficulties  inherent  in  having  members 
scattered  over  a hundred-mile  range:  Portland, 

Eugene,  Corvallis  and  Salem. 

While  not  a member  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 
Villa  Street  (Pasadena)  was  represented  by  three 
persons  and  reported  an  active  First-day  school  in 
cooperation  with  Orange  Grove  Meeting. 

The  meeting  in  Sacramento  has  been  laid  down, 
and  (one  Friend)  from  Davis  expressed  a desire 
for  more  Friends  to  locate  or  reveal  their  location 
in  that  area. 

Dorothy  Lash  reported  that  one-third  of  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  groups  are  rural,  two-thirds  urban, 
which  points  up  a problem  in  rearing  children. 
Several  meetings  are  concerned  with  care  of  elderly 
people  and  unemployables,  low-cost  burial  and 
various  levels  of  education. 

Speaking  to  the  problem  of  diminishing  or  slow- 
ly-growing membership  of  many  meetings,  Robert 
Dann  called  attention  to  the  proselyting  of  the 
Wellington,  N.  Z.,  Friends  Meeting  which  holds  a 
monthly  Fellowship  Sunday  to  inform  and  "con- 
vert” interested  persons.  He  felt  Friends  shrink  un- 
necessarily from  spreading  information  about  the 
Society. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  decided  that  the  question- 
naire sent  out  this  year  to  meetings  should  be  re- 
vised in  the  interests  of  accuracy.  A committee 
proposed  a new  questionnaire  asking  only  for  mem- 
bership statistics  and  recommended  that  other  in- 
formation regarding  meeting  activities  and  particu- 
lar concerns  should  be  shared  with  other  meetings 
through  the  columns  of  the  Friends  Bulletin. 

Epistles,  Reports,  Bulletin 

To  prevent  the  usual  saturation  from  hearing  too 
many  yearly  meeting  epistles  at  one  sitting,  the 
Yearly  Meeting  experimented  with  the  reading  of 
one  or  two  at  each  session.  The  procedure  proved 
satisfying. 

While  their  elders  met  in  committee  or  napped 
Friday  afternoon  the  younger  members  of  the 

(Continued  on  page  3) 
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Yearly  Meeting  drove  some  thirty  miles  northeast 
to  do  some  inter-visitation  and  work  with  the  Jack 
Magraw  and  Chuck  Ludwig  families,  who  are 
building  homes  near  Monroe,  Washington.  Con- 
siderably dampened  and  chilled  by  what  looked  to 
southern  Californians  like  a monsoon,  the  group 
laid  pipeline,  loaded  lumber,  painted  a milkhouse 
and  sorted  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  nails. 

Friday  evening's  session  considered  the  Friends 
Bulletin.  It  was  agreed  that  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
should  assume  financial  responsibility  for  the  paper 
which  has  heretofore  been  borne  by  Pacific  Oaks 
School.  Friends  were  encouraged  to  make  greater 
use  of  the  Bulletin  as  a means  of  sharing  their  ideas, 
and  monthly  meetings  were  urged  to  see  that  all 
their  members  were  on  the  Bulletin  mailing  list. 

Robert  Dann  and  Eubanks  Carsner  made  brief 
reports  on  the  Friends  World  Committee  for  Con- 
sultation, the  American  Friends  Fellowship  Council 
and  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation. 
In  the  budget  session  Friends  on  the  west  coast  were 
encouraged  to  give  as  individuals  or  through  their 
monthly  meetings  to  these  organizations.  There 
was  some  question  in  view  of  its  international 
character  whether  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  should 
give  as  a yearly  meeting  to  purely  United  States 
projects,  though  it  was  pointed  out  that  Friends’ 
concerns  in  one  country  should  be  the  concerns  of 
all  Friends  everywhere. 

Following  the  evening  session  some  of  the  young 
Friends  shook  the  stiffness  out  of  their  joints  at  a 
folkdance  in  Wesley  House,  the  university  Metho- 
dist student  center. 

In  the  Service  Committee  discussion  opened  by 
Robert  Vogel  Saturday  morning  we  were  again  re- 
minded of  the  international  nature  of  this  Yearly 
Meeting,  for  besides  the  four  branches  of  the 
AFSC — Washington,  Oregon,  Northern  California 
and  Southern  California — there  are  the  Honolulu, 
Canadian  and  Mexican  Friends  Service  Committees. 
Friends  in  the  various  Service  Committee  areas  were 
encouraged  to  hold  regional  meetings  to  consider 
such  queries  as:  Are  Friends  satisfied  with  the 

present  relationship  with  the  Service  Committees? 
Are  Friends  using  the  Service  Committees  to 
channel  social  concerns,  and  are  they  active  in  shar- 
ing the  responsibility  of  carrying  out  such  concerns? 
How  do  concerns  of  the  Service  Committees  arise? 
What  do  Friends  want  their  Service  Committees  to 
do  in  these  critical  times? 

Children  in  the  Meetings 

Because  the  great  majority  of  children  in  our 
monthly  meetings  are  under  ten  years  of  age  and 
because  of  the  concern  expressed  by  many  persons 
that  children  should  participate  more  fully  in  the 
life  of  the  meeting,  there  was  considerable  discus- 
sion of  how  our  meetings  for  worship  and  business 
can  be  tools  of  education.  In  some  meetings  the 
children  have  their  own  meeting,  in  others  they  at- 
tend the  adult  meeting  for  a given  period,  and  in 
some  meetings  they  attend  the  whole  length  of  the 
adult  meeting.  University  Meeting  reported  on 


their  "Little  Meeting,”  a group  of  parents  and 
young  children  who  meet  separately  from  the  regular 
meeting.  There  was  some  concern  lest  meetings 
divided  in  such  a manner  should  lose  the  com- 
plementary values  of  age  and  youth. 

In  the  specially  called  session  Saturday  after- 
noon to  consider  the  matter  of  conscription  the 
meeting  found  unity  with  the  "Advices  on  Conscrip- 
tion and  War”  from  the  Richmond  Conference,  and 
the  Discipline  Committee  was  asked  to  incorporate 
these  advices  into  the  proposed  discipline,  making 
any  verbal  changes  required  by  the  international 
character  of  our  membership.  Arthur  Barnett,  Russ 
Freeman  and  Winifred  Rawlins  prepared  an 
abridged  version  of  the  statement  for  publication  in 
the  daily  press.  (Even  before  this  session  on 
conscription  and  war  there  was  general  approval  of 
a suggestion  that  the  clerks  be  photographed  by  the 
newspapers  reading  a statement  opposing  conscrip- 
tion in  lieu  of  a picture  of  the  entire  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. However,  the  newspapers  failed  to  follow 
through.) 

John  Way  emphasized  the  necessity  of  beginning 
with  ourselves  in  doing  away  with  the  occasion  for 
all  wars.  Our  family,  home  and  community  life 
must  reflect  that  impelling  urge  to  peace;  the  way 
\ye  earn  our  living  and  spend  our  money — our 
whole  economy — must  be  scrutinized  for  the  seeds 
of  war. 

Pressure  of  other  business  prevented  an  unhurried 
discussion  of  Friends  aims  and  realizations  in  the 
field  of  education,  and  it  was  decided  that  an 
educational  conference  should  next  year  precede  the 
Yearly  Meeting.  Reports  were  made  on  current 
projects,  subsequent  discussion  centering  around  the 
relationship  of  Friends  schools  and  public  schools. 
The  dangers  of  Friends  schools’  becoming  vested 
institutions  with  too  protective  an  attitude  were 
balanced  against  the  values  of  small  Friends  schools 
which  can  do  the  experimenting  impossible  in 
public  education. 

Deep  regret  was  expressed  at  this  meeting  for 
Ed  Sanders’  absence  occasioned  by  the  serious  ill- 
ness of  his  youngest  child. 

Passing  the  Hat 

Warm  discussion  accompanied  the  presentation 
of  the  budget  for  1948-49  and  prompted  Robert 
Dann  to  remark,  ”1  suggest  we  discuss  finances  the 
first  thing  at  the  next  Yearly  Meeting.  It  seems  to 
melt  everyone  down — everyone  has  something  to 
say  on  the  subject.”  Proposed  expenditures  in- 
cluded: Friends  Bulletin,  Friends  World  Committee 
for  Consultation,  travel  expenses  gift  for  Ruby  and 
Edward  Dowsett  and  the  Yearly  Meeting  delegates 
to  the  Richmond  Conference  on  conscription,  Amer- 
ican Young  Friends  Conference,  expenses  of  1948 
Yearly  Meeting  sessions  and  incidental  clerical  ex- 
penses. Income  sources:  Bulletin  subscriptions, 

special  contributions  from  individuals  and  contri- 
butions from  monthly  meetings.  As  a guide  for 
contributions  from  monthly  meetings,  three  dollars 
per  member  per  year  was  suggested.  Small  meet- 
ings and  meetings  in  countries  harried  by  inflation 
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were  encouraged  to  make  only  what  contribution 
they  felt  able.  (Margaret  Muskett  proposed  that 
Chinese  and  Mexican  meetings  make  three-dollar 
contributions  only  for  those  members  who  could 
read  English ! ) 

Meeting  for  worship  Sunday  morning  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  excellent  luncheon  prepared  by  the 
women  of  University  Meeting  at  Wesley  Founda- 
tion. 

The  afternoon  session  was  devoted  to  completing 
necessary  business,  and  several  concerns  were  given 
less  consideration  than  they  perhaps  needed.  The 
Discipline  Committee  recommended  and  the  meet- 
ing approved  the  Yearly  Meeting’s  adoption  of  the 
1946  revised  edition  of  the  Queries  of  both  Phila- 


delphia Yearly  Meetings,  though  some  Friends 
were  wondering  after  the  meeting  whether  it  might 
be  wiser  for  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  to  start  afresh 
with  its  own  queries.  A written  outline  of  proposed 
principles  and  practices  will  be  presented  to  the 
monthly  meetings  for  consideration  during  the 
coming  year. 

A special  committee  on  conscientious  objectors, 
of  which  Joseph  Conard  is  to  be  chairman,  was 
approved.  In  this  connection  the  Yearly  Meeting 
was  reminded  of  the  desirability  of  having  a com- 
mittee function  only  so  long  as  the  need  exists  for 
which  the  committee  is  established,  since  permanent 
standing  committees  aften  tend  to  outlive  their  use- 
fulness. 

Next  August  when  Friends  converge  on  Pasadena 
for  Yearly  Meeting  they  probably  will  not  look  for 
damp  Seattle  weather,  but  they  will  hope  for  the 
same  friendly  hospitality  they  found  in  Seattle. 
Friends  and  members  of  the  People’s  Church  (be- 
cause Seattle  Friends  are  limited  in  number)  took 
out-of-town  folks  into  their  homes  for  bed  and 
breakfasts;  the  overflow  was  housed  at  Friends 
Center.  Good  food  at  reasonable  prices  was  to  be 
had  at  the  University  Commons  for  those  who  got 
there  on  time,  while  bouillon  cubes  and  green 
apples  at  the  Friends  Center  appeased  the  poor  and 
tardy.  All  Yearly  Meeting  attenders,  whether 
parents  or  not,  were  invited  to  contribute  to  the 
"Kiddy  Kitty,”  which  helped  pay  for  child  care  at 
Friends  Center  during  sessions.  Friends  were  very 
grateful  for  the  use  of  Hillel,  its  modern  simplicity 
a refreshing  counterpart  of  the  youthful  spirit  of 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

Ruth  Jensen 
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